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Abstract 
The main issue of this study can be 
ify 
the problems encountered in foreign 
the questions surrounding the issue as to how to evolve solution suggestions.  The research method applied in this study is 
general scanning. The results and suggestions are given in the full text.  
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Introduction 
 
Our country is in the process of EU membership. Nowadays, in European Union countries, in line with 
globalization, concepts of multilingualism and multiculturalism have come into prominence. Therefore, English 
teaching and learning has become extremely important. In this regard, so as part of English education at an early 
age, English lessons were made compulsory in primary education. Moreover, it is essential for an individual to know 
and recognize more than one foreign language and culture. So as to be able to find a good job in the future, an 
individual needs to know one or more foreign languages. In our country, in most primary schools, English is taught 
as the first foreign language, and as a second language either German or French is preferred. 
Our study discusses the problems encountered in English Language teaching in primary educational level, and the 
ways to evolve solution suggestions. The purpose of this study is to identify the problems encountered in foreign 
the issue as to how to evolve solution suggestions. A general scanning method was used in this study. In a universe 
made up of a large number of elements, general scanning models are carried out on the entire universe, or on a 
group taken from the whole, a sample or paradigm (Karasar, 2008). 
 
1. English Teaching In Primary Education 
 
which are listed below (Cihan, 2001, cited Er, 2006): (i) they cannot analyze the language, (ii) they perceive tangible 
events and objects by seeing, hearing and touching, (iii) their learning process begins with hearing; then, speaking, 
reading and writing skills can be acquired, (iv) their speech structures can be explained in context, (v) they have a 
wide imagination, (vi) they can get bored and distracted quickly. Due to these reasons, variety of activities should be 
prepared to provide active participation of students during the lesson.  
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rk, in primary educational level, 
students are expected to discover the main similarities and differences between the native language and the target 
language. In English teaching, it is important that the four basic language skills (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing) and sub-skills (identification, understanding, querying, sorting, classifying, summarizing, association and 
mapping) are all acquired by students. In primary educational level, in English language teaching system, provided 
that students study the similarities and the differences between the mother tongue and the target language, foreign 
language can be acquired much easier. (Demirel, 2003). 
 
1.1. English Language Teaching in State Primary Schools 
1.2.  
The weekly schedule of foreign language (English) lessons in primary educational level was demonstrated below .  
 
Table 1: Weekly Schedule of English Lessons in State Primary Schools1 
 
English lessons 4th grade 5th grade 6th grade 7th grade 8th grade 
Compulsory 3 3 4 4 4 
Selective 2 2 2 2 Second Foreign Language
: 1 
 
According to table 1, due to latest regulations, as part of compulsory English education; 4th and 5th graders take 3, 6 
th -7 th and 8 th graders take 4 hours of English, while as part of selective lessons, 4th, 5th, 6 th, 7 th graders take 2 and 8 
th graders take 1 hour of second foreign language. 
 
1.2.1. Repercussions of Having Class Teachers Teach English in State Primary Schools  
 
In state primary schools, a lot of negative consequences are experienced due to having class teachers teach 
English. In this context, the skills required by class teachers are listed below (Sharpe, 2001, cited in Sevim, 2007): 
(i) the phonetic system in the target language - correct pronunciation and intonation skills, (ii) the alphabet and 
counting, (iii) the brief introduction of oneself, their family and environment, (iv) describing people, animals, 
objects, clothes, houses, town, village, environment, weather, food and drink (v) utilizing the terms of feelings, 
sensations, pains and diseases, reward, praise, and reaction (vi) structuring simple sentences that include salutation, 
imperative forms, help, and permission (vii) utilizing words and terms related to other subjects in the curriculum, 
such as mathematics, arts, handcrafts, home economics, science, technology, drama, (viii) enabling students to play 
games, read poetry, sing songs and rolls, tell short stories, and act out those stories. 
In addition to these, the advantages of having class teachers teach English in state primary schools are listed below 
(Sharpe, 2001, cited in Sevim, 2007): (i) having professional experience and pedagogical formation adequate 
enough to address primary school students, (ii) having a solid grasp of methods used to motivate and communicate 
with primary students, (iii) being able to teach English among other school subjects, and correlating other school 
subjects with daily life. On the other hand, the disadvantages of having class teachers teach English in state primary 
schools are listed below (Driscoll, 1999, cited in Sevim, 2007): (i) not having enough content knowledge in English 
language, (ii) not having sufficient pronunciation and intonation knowledge in English, (iii) not having cultural 
knowledge of the countries where English is spoken as a mother tongue.  
Items listed above display the positive and negative outcomes of having class teachers teach foreign languages in 
state primary schools. Briefly, in primary educational level, although class teachers can communicate with students 
of content knowledge in foreign languages. Because of these reasons, having foreign language teachers teach 
foreign language classes rather than class teachers in primary educational level would have a positive impact on the 
success rate and the motivation of students.   
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1.1.2. Tools-Equipments which can be Used in English Language Teaching  
 
So as to ensure effective learning in foreign language classes; tools and equipments, such as cards, posters, maps, 
smart boards and overhead projector should be used. In addition to this, in order to enable students to watch or listen 
to films or various programs; radio, cassette player, television and video can be used. However, students of state 
primary schools have limited access to all those tools and equipments listed above. In addition to this, crowded 
classes in state primary schools are another major negative factor. 
 
1.1.3. Textbooks which can be Used in English Teaching 
 
In primary educational level, in state schools, the textbooks used in English classes are published by the Ministry of 
National Education. However, the content knowledge, the texts and the illustrations in these books are rather 
insufficient. 
 
1.1.4. English Teaching Methods 
 
In primary educational level, the methods used in English language teaching are: group-work, audio-lingual 
methods, communicative method, direct method and the silent way method. In addition to this, using songs, tongue 
twisters and riddles will help make English language classes more entertaining for students. Foreign language 
teachers working in state primary schools do not have adequate skills and knowledge concerning the above listed 
teaching methods and they should be given more in-service training in these fields. If all these conditions are 
realized, the students' interest, need and motivations will increase, and their participation will be influenced 
positively. 
 
1.1.5. English Language Teaching Techniques  
 
Although there are various English teaching techniques which primary schools can benefit from; especially in state 
primary schools, due to poor physical conditions, teachers who lack sufficient knowledge and skills and crowded 
classrooms, the majority of these techniques cannot be applied. English teaching techniques which can be used in 
primary educational level are listed below (Haznedar, 2010): (i) repetition, (ii) dialogue, (iii) question-answering, 
(iv) pair work, (v) translation from English to Turkish, (vi) stories. 
 
1.1.6. Testing and Evaluation Methods 
 
Although there are various testing and evaluation techniques which primary schools can benefit from; especially in 
state primary schools, due to crowded classrooms, poor physical conditions, teachers who lack sufficient knowledge 
and skills, the majority of these techniques cannot be applied. Testing and evaluation techniques in English teaching 
which can be used in primary educational level are listed below (Haznedar, 2010): (i) written exam, (ii) oral exam, 
drills (pop quizzes), (iii) true-false questions, (iv) multiple-choice questions (mapping, creative questions, 
keeping/writing a diary, comprehension questions, project reviews). 
 
2. Results, discussions and suggestions 
 
The results of this study are listed below: 
1) In primary educational level, particularly in state schools, efficiency in English language teaching decreases in 
crowded classrooms.  
2) In primary educational level, especially in state schools, English language teaching makes up a very limited place 
in the weekly schedule.  
3) In primary educational level, particularly in state schools, English lessons are usually taught by either class 
teachers or out-of-field teachers instead of English teachers.  
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4) Textbooks which are used in primary educational level are published by the Ministry of National Education and 
they have various deficiencies in terms of to English language teaching.  
essential for English teaching in primary educational level cannot be supplied most of the time.  
 
7) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, English instructors cannot use English language 
teaching techniques effectively.  
8) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, English instructors cannot use some of the 
testing and evaluation techniques, such as portfolio preparation, oral presentation, asking open ended questions, 
discussions or presentations. 
and techniques, suggestions concerning in-class applications and the problems encountered in English teaching are 
discussed. The findings of this study are listed below: (i) it was observed that primary school English teachers 
primarily prefer using textbook (84.60 %, 434/513), workbook (71.34 %, 356/436), and teacher's book (57 %, 
277/486), (ii) they prefer using English teaching methods such as repetition (84.6 %, 451/533), conversation (86.7 
%, 462/533), question-answering (93.1%, 496/533), pair-work (71.9 %, 383/533) translation form English to 
Turkish (65.9%, 351/533) and stories (31.19 %, 121/388), (iii) they prefer carrying out testing and evaluation 
methods, such as written exams (98.9 %, 527 / 533), drills (pop quizzes) (80.2 %, 433/533), oral exams (51.4 %, 
274/533), true-false questions (69.8 %, 372/533), multiple-choice questions (matching, creative questions, 
keeping/writing a diary, comprehension questions, project reviews) (78.2 %, 417/533); however, they cannot carry 
out activities such as; portfolio preparation (oral expression, open-ended questions that require answers) (30.8 %, 
164/533), productive activities (presentation, talk) (37.1 %, 198/533). (iv) when problems encountered by teachers 
in testing and evaluation are analyzed, they can be listed as; individual differences among students (78.2 %, 
417/533), lack of motivation (68.7%, 366/533), allocating limited time for language learning (67.9 %, 362/533) and 
crowded classrooms (66.6 %, 355/533). Similar to my research, this research also highlights overcrowded 
classrooms as the main issue in English language teaching in Turkey. The problems mentioned in my research 
concerning English language teaching in Turkey, such as poor physical conditions, problems encountered in training 
qualified teachers, language policies and errors made in the application of modern language teaching methods are 
believed to be the major issues in English language teaching in Turkey.   
schools. Similar to my research, this research also states that in primary educational level, class teachers who teach 
English are not believed to have the necessary knowledge in the field and in English language teaching methods.  
provinces 
of Mersin and Konya. Interview method was used in this study. Similar to my research, this study also points out the 
fact that class teachers who teach English do not have enough knowledge in English teaching methods in primary 
educational level and they complain about the lack of equipments required in English lessons. In addition to this, 
English classes.    
In the study carried out by Aslan (2007), English teaching, English teaching in Turkey and problems encountered in 
English in Turkey are discussed. In this research, similar to my research, overcrowded classrooms, the insufficient 
number of English teachers and insufficient equipment and physical conditions are listed as the problems 
encountered in English language teaching. 
schools. Similar to my research, this study also refers to problems in English teaching in Turkey, such as having out-
of field teachers teach English classes, lack of tools and equipments and the presence of problems in application of 
techniques and methods. 
The suggestions of this study are as follows: 
1) In primary educational level, especially in state schools, English lessons should start in 2th grade and should be 5 
hours per week. 
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2) In primary educational level, particularly in state primary schools, it should be avoided to have class teachers or 
out-of-field teachers teach English, and more English teachers should be assigned.  
3) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, English textbooks which are published by the 
Ministry of National Education should be revised and be patterned on methodology books written by English 
experts which are prepared especially for foreigners.  
4) In primary educational level, particularly in state primary schools, the number of technological tools and 
equipments in English lessons should be increased, and these tools and equipments should be placed on English 
teaching by utilizing technological tools (such as computer, internet, overhead projector, smart board, etc. ...) in 
English classes.  
5) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, in-service trainings concerning up-to-date 
English language teaching methods and English language education should be organized for teachers of English.  
6) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, in-service trainings concerning up-to-date 
English language teaching techniques and English language education should be organized for teachers of English.  
7) In primary educational level, especially in state primary schools, in-service trainings concerning testing and 
evaluation techniques should be organized to enable teachers of English to utilize these techniques more efficiently.  
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